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Meanwhile the breach between King and Parliament
having become irreparable, and the English nation being
split into two hostile armies, the Royalists in Turkey
made common cause with the French, to the great horror
of the Republican patriots. The strife reached its climax
when, in 1650, there arose atj Constantinople one Sir
Henry Hyde, with the title of Extraordinary Ambassador,
claiming to bear a commission from the King " to estab-
lish the trade of England in the Levant/' and alleging
that his Majesty had also written to Sir Thomas Ben-
dyshe, ordering him to assist in the matter. Bendyshe
treated Hycle and his commission with the utmost con-
tempt, and issued a warrant forbidding English residents
to countenance, abet, or aid Hyde in any way, or to
accompany him either to the Grand Signor, Vizier, or
any public minister.1

Hyde, finding few English sympathizers in the Otto-
man capital, betook himself to Smyrna, where he fared
no better The " English Nation " in that city received
his summons in a cruelly sarcastic spirit: " We specially
notice/' they wrote, " that when you were at Constanti-
nople nothing less would serve your turn than the title of
Extraordinary Ambassador, now you being at Smyrna
you title yourself Extraordinary Knight, and we do
verily believe by that time (if not long before) you arrive
... his Majesty, you will appear to the world an ex-
traordinary Knave/' By this time, it would seem, Hyde
had modified his pretensions, now claiming only the Con-
sulates of Smyrna, Chios, and Mytilene. But he was told

trade, offered the King their assistance, see the narrative of Sir
G. Talbot, the King's agent at Venice, in Hist. MSS. Comm. Rep.
III. 184. '

1 See Sir Thomas Bendyshe to the Council of State, Aug. 6,
1650, S.P. Foreign Turkey, No. ij; and for his Warrant,
dated May 15, 1650; Hist, MSS. Comm. Rep. VII. 103.